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position, burnt several villages down to the ground.
The moment these Spaniards heard that Drake
and Hawkins were at Plymouth they decamped.
But this ridiculous raid threw the country into
doubt or consternation. Elizabeth was as brave
as a lion for herself. But she never grasped the
meaning of naval strategy, and she was supersen-
sitive to any strong general opinion, however false.
Drake and Hawkins, with Baskerville's troops (all
in transports) and many supply vessels for the
West India voyage, were ordered to cruise about
Ireland and Spain looking for enemies. The
admirals at once pointed out that this was the work
of the Channel Fleet, not that of a joint expedition
bound for America. Then, just as the Queen was
penning an angry reply, she received a letter from
Drake, saying that the chief Spanish treasure ship
from Mexico had been seen in Porto Rico little
better than a wreck, and that there was time to
take her if they could only sail at once. The ex-
pedition was on the usual joint-stock lines and
Elizabeth was the principal shareholder. She
swallowed the bait whole; and sent sailing orders
down to Plymouth by return.

And so, on the 28th of August, 1595, twenty-five
hundred men in twenty-seven vessels sailed out,